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Primary Network Meeting 

Devon SLS Roundup: Summer 2025 
 
 
Interesting articles and reports 
BookTrust and Waterstones Children's Laureate Frank… | BookTrust 
Download the Reading Rights report which calls on national and local leaders 
to come together to make reading a part of daily life for every child. The report 
shares five focus areas that will turn the tide on “indefensible” reading 
inequality.  
 
Children’s Reading: how do we move from Endurance to Enjoyment?  This paper from 
Farshore shows that children need a lot of help, both at home and at school, to get a reading 
habit and that reading aloud very effectively encourages children to read independently 
through positive associations and no pressure. 

 
Developing reading for pleasure in multilingual learners Jenny Kilsby, from a large multi-
cultural British curriculum school in Dubai, shares how she encouraged multi-lingual book 
talk in her new-to-English pupils, helping her to find out about, and build on, their reading 
interests. 
 
Magazine Engagement Study summary new research highlights the power of magazines to 
engage reluctant readers. Findings from the What on Earth! Magazine Engagement Study 
reveal that regular access to high-quality, non-fiction magazines can boost reading 
enjoyment and positively shift reader identity among reluctant Year 5 pupils.  
 
Libraries for Primaries 2023/24 Report This National Literacy Trust evaluation shows the 
impact of investment and highlights the importance of school libraries in fostering reading at 
the individual and school level. Full 10 page report available to download.  
Apply now for Libraries for this fully funded programme which will bring 500 FREE books, 
library furniture, staff training and more to eligible primary schools.. Express your interest 
   
Voices-Behind-the-Bookshelves.pdf Rachel Saunders shares how an injection of pupil voice 
helped to take their school library to the next level. Peer recommendations thrived in this 
supportive RfP culture with the overarching aim of creating an inclusive, social reading 
environment that motivates children through agency, community and shared reading 
experiences. 

 

 

Books and reviews 
Books For Keeps The latest edition of this online children’s book magazine has an interview 
with Matt Goodfellow, insights into the art of illustration, new thoughts on reading for 
pleasure and reviews of the best new children's books 

 
Children’s and teens roundup – the best new picture books and novels | Books | The 
Guardian Latest selection of new titles from Imogen Russell Williams, children's book critic. 
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/about-us/news-updates/booktrust-and-waterstones-childrens-laureate-frank-cottrell-boyce-launch-inaugural-reading-rights-report/
file:///C:/Users/Alison.Andrews/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ESNXXM4E/HCCB-FARSHORE-INSIGHT-PAPER-final%202025.pdf
https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20250116142518/Jenny-Kilsby.pdf?_gl=1*1rsyc55*_ga*ODI4NzE1MTY1LjE3NDc3MzcxNjM.*_ga_56HENEGN4V*czE3NDkyODI2MzYkbzMkZzEkdDE3NDkyODI2OTkkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20250610121302/What-on-Earth-Phase-2-Executive-Summary.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_june&utm_term=2025-06-10
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/libraries-for-primaries-202324-evaluation/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fascel.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddf9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb%26id%3D2195639e55%26e%3D14a10bd028&data=05%7C02%7CAlison.Andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C9350c418207a4d792dee08dda8bd7699%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638852253883933420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qsU2SUL0PEJTTnHVVUi7iKSCauhsVbwu8blR8qzRa%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20250501154610/Voices-Behind-the-Bookshelves.pdf?_gl=1*1rqnp4l*_ga*ODI4NzE1MTY1LjE3NDc3MzcxNjM.*_ga_56HENEGN4V*czE3NDk1Njk0MzkkbzUkZzEkdDE3NDk1Njk3NTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://booksforkeeps.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/BfK-272-May-2025.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2025/may/23/childrens-and-teens-roundup-the-best-new-picture-books-and-novels
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2025/may/23/childrens-and-teens-roundup-the-best-new-picture-books-and-novels
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Internet Resources and webinars 
Empathy Day Festival 2025  webinars and author interviews will be available until 12 July 
2025 
Host a Summer Booknic - 2025!  resources and inspiration from the Open University 
Reading for Pleasure team 

 
 

Books and resources for transition 
Books for Topics Find recommended reads for  preparing for the transition to 
secondary school from primary book recommendation site Books for Topics.  
 
Book Trust has a list of recommended reads to prepare young people for the 
transition to secondary school.   
 
Librarian and Just Imagine book reviewer Roy James shares his top transition 
texts to help Year 6 pupils navigate the ups and downs of moving up to secondary 
school with more recommendations available in the Secondary Transition collection.  
Mentally Healthy Schools is a mental health information and resource hub for 
primary and secondary schools. It offers access to a range of resources to support 
transition across all ages.  
 
Five top tips for pupils moving up to secondary schools from Christian Foley, former 
teacher, poet and author of Moving Up: How to Ace Secondary School.  
 
LGBT+ charity Just Like Us offers free resources to support LGBT+ pupils through 
transition as part of School Diversity Week. All resources are free to download with 
registration.  
 
Moving Up! provides a short animation and free teacher toolkit that explores common 
fears and potential solutions for pupils about to move or newly arrived at secondary 
school.  
 
The BBC, in partnership with mental health charity Young Minds, has created a 
series of films and ‘Find your Feet’ activity packs to help schools support pupils as 
they transition from primary to secondary school.  
Get advice on how to support pupils through the change from primary to secondary 
schools with this free Find Your Feet webinar for teachers from Young Minds.  

 
 

Book Awards and shortlists 
Information Book Award: Announcing the 2025 Longlist - Registrations for the IBA Book 
Club have now opened and the longlist of titles has been announced. There are 34 
outstanding titles within three age categories.  
 
Shortlist 2025 – The Klaus Flugge Prize | Official Website - The shortlist of three debut 
picture book illustrators have very different styles and subject matter but share exceptional 
ability to tell a story and to create mood and character.  
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https://empathylab.uk/empathy-day-festival-2025/
https://ourfp.org/2025/05/12/host-a-summer-booknic-2025/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_june&utm_term=2025-06-10
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/pshe-emotional-literacy-citizenship/y6-transition/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/five-books-that-will-help-the-transition-to-secondary-school/
https://justimagine.co.uk/2024/06/02/transition-texts-for-year-6-pupils/?mc_cid=169a2b82ad&mc_eid=12c6ddcf59
https://justimagine.co.uk/2024/06/02/transition-texts-for-year-6-pupils/?mc_cid=169a2b82ad&mc_eid=12c6ddcf59
https://www.bestbooksforschools.com/collections/pack-secondary-transition
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/?Theme=Transitions
https://www.scholastic.co.uk/blog/47030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Moving%20Up%20Top%20Tips%20SOLUS%20-%20UK%20Teachers%207-11%20SCB&utm_content=Moving%20Up%20Top%20Tips%20SOLUS%20-%20UK%20Teachers%207-11%20SCB+CID_cf565d0db7a442f16a5dfa13ab1b370e&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=five%20top%20tips%20for%20children%20starting%20secondary%20school
https://www.literacyhive.org/school-diversity-week/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/moving-up-the-transition-to-secondary-school-animation-teacher-toolkit/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teacher-resources-for-students-transitioning-to-secondary-school/zb68y9q
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/professional/resources/supporting-school-transitions/
https://www.sla.org.uk/Public/News/Articles/2025/IBA-Longlist-2025.aspx
https://www.klausfluggeprize.co.uk/shortlist-2025/
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Books Are My Bag - Shortlist 2025 - These awards are curated exclusively by independent 
bookshops and there are four categories to choose from: Fiction, Non-Fiction, Children’s 
Fiction and Picture Book.  
 
The Little Rebels Award 2025 Longlist  Founded in 2010 this award is designed to recognise 
the rich tradition of radical publishing for children aged 0 -12, in the UK.  While the genre-
spanning submissions touched on social justice issues in a variety of ways, the 13 longlisted 
titles are those where the radical content formed the very bones of the story. 
 
Young Quills shortlist for 2025 – Run by the Historical Association this award is for historical 
fiction published in the preceding year and in four age categories from 5-8 to 14+. Copies of 
the books are sent out to a number of schools where pupils read and review them to guide 
the shortlisting process.  Some of the young people's reviews will be made available on the 
website. Winners will be announced in July. 

 
 

Events 
Schools of Sanctuary's Day of Welcome (13 June) aims to build a culture of welcome and 
understanding for refugees in schools. You can join up to become an awarded school of 
sanctuary and the website has resources and many links to other guides and CPD 
opportunities such as Welcoming Refugee Children to your School and Teaching about 
Refugees | UNHCR UK 
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https://littlerebels.org/2025/05/12/the-little-rebels-award-2025-longlist/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannemthomp.wordpress.com%2F%3Faction%3Duser_content_redirect%26uuid%3D166524b8c698cb4eff630f1c0870e9242307a916537428398c449870aa36e2ad%26blog_id%3D42648572%26post_id%3D24106%26user_id%3D242244044%26subs_id%3D637768095%26signature%3D980672a97fc2a97d70e4479d17573075%26email_name%3Dnew-post%26user_email%3Djade.kirton%40devon.gov.uk%26encoded_url%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGlzdG9yeS5vcmcudWsvcHJpbWFyeS9jYXRlZ29yaWVzLzUzMi9uZXdzLzQ0MjEveW91bmctcXVpbGxzLXNob3J0bGlzdC1mb3ItMjAyNT9mYmNsaWQ9SXdaWGgwYmdOaFpXMENNVEVBQVI0dXZqM092SEZQT1Ffbk5pVUREeEFSdGlLbklLb201NlBfTUhwQTZzM2VDRkVMdzh2YkdQX3RLTmVVbndfYWVtX05VTFVaU1JpQk5yenU2S0JtT1EyU3c%26email_id%3Dd15187f268385c6e5887b9ff0c7aeee6&data=05%7C02%7CAlison.Andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C11fe5c8a64fd412e2ba808dda4147a66%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638847130050182114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z99HZNk6rXguAcZAxlKNwluKt5IkELd44qSV6jRPmu0%3D&reserved=0
https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://neu.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/neu335-refugee-teaching-guide.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/teaching-about-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/teaching-about-refugees

