
 

https://devoneducationservices.co.uk/our-services/teaching-and-learning/school-library-service/ 
schoollibraryservice@devon.gov.uk 

 

Professional updates: Summer 2025 
 
 
Interesting articles and reports 
HCCB Farshore Insight Paper This paper from Farshore shows that children need a lot 
of help, both at home and at school, to get a reading habit and that reading aloud very 
effectively encourages children to read independently through positive associations and 
no pressure. 
 
Social-Reading-Spaces-2025.pdf Discover the findings from a book club trial for 
disengaged readers. 
 
OpenAI’s metafictional short story about grief is beautiful and moving | Books | The 
Guardian Jeanette Winterson on AI as Alternative Intelligence and why we should 
embrace reading fiction created by AI. 
 

Internet Resources and webinars 
Empathy Day Festival 2025 – EmpathyLabUK  Empathy Day webinars and author 
interviews will be available until 12 July 2025 
 
Free Summer Reading with First News - First News award-winning newspaper written 
specifically for young people aged 7-14 comes with a FREE digital subscription for 
every pupil over the summer holidays. Subscribe before the end of term to take 
advantage of the First News Summer Reading Scheme to help combat the summer 
reading dip. 
 
CILIP-If it’s worth doing, it’s worth doing badly Extracts and highlights from the book 
Practical Tips for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in Libraries by Beth Montague-Hellen. 
Full book, designed as a practical handbook of small wins, is available from Amazon for 
£40.07 or Kindle version for £32.  
 
Joining a TRG in 2025-26 would you like to join one of the 110+ OU/ UKLA Teachers’ 
Reading Groups in 2025-26? If so, complete the contact form and a member of the OU 
RfP team will connect you with your local leader. Teachers, leaders, librarians and 
others with a keen interest in RfP are always welcome.  
 
The World of Graphic Novels, the National Literacy Trust’s autumn Reading Champions 
Challenge for pupils aged 7-14. Free resources to support the challenge. 
 

Books and resources for transition 
Books for Topics Find recommended reads for  preparing for the transition to secondary 
school from primary book recommendation site Books for Topics.  
 
Book Trust has a list of recommended reads to prepare young people for the transition 
to secondary school.   
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https://www.farshore.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/46/2025/06/HCCB-FARSHORE-INSIGHT-PAPER-final-2.pdf
https://www.farshore.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/46/2025/04/Social-Reading-Spaces-2025.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2025/mar/12/jeanette-winterson-ai-alternative-intelligence-its-capacity-to-be-other-is-just-what-the-human-race-needs
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2025/mar/12/jeanette-winterson-ai-alternative-intelligence-its-capacity-to-be-other-is-just-what-the-human-race-needs
https://empathylab.uk/empathy-day-festival-2025/
https://www.firstnews.co.uk/summerreading/?utm_source=literacyhive&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=summer_reading_2025&utm_term=Find%20out%20more
https://www.cilip.org.uk/news/696519/If-its-worth-doing-its-worth-doing-badly.htm
https://www.facetpublishing.co.uk/page/detail/practical-tips-for-equality-diversity-and-inclusion-in-libraries/?k=9781783306015
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mlsend.com%2Flink%2Fc%2FYT0yNzY0MDU2MTAwMjIyMjc2OTc3JmM9aTN5NSZlPTQ3MzY0NyZiPTE0NTEwMjMyOTkmZD1rN2I1YzFj.knRhKYNRYfSNGvWGQBrBLno5PbT4jDyFAT6TTBFtluo&data=05%7C02%7Calison.andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C5024b266afa74d7ebd9d08dda830520a%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638851647712067622%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=flsiTb19F277LI29pSyDXqXsrNsFJzJzw101ybFLAPY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mlsend.com%2Flink%2Fc%2FYT0yNzY0MDU2MTAwMjIyMjc2OTc3JmM9aTN5NSZlPTQ3MzY0NyZiPTE0NTEwMjMzMDAmZD1hOW0yajhm.L8qai77yWHPI90TiU0cNSDFl-YA9aIONSuagN3UY3gU&data=05%7C02%7Calison.andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C5024b266afa74d7ebd9d08dda830520a%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638851647712079723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wHqdJo1rPdyEeKYu88LjWOz5OShxBspiD8sYuJ1Nf7A%3D&reserved=0
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/the-world-of-graphic-novels/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/pshe-emotional-literacy-citizenship/y6-transition/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/five-books-that-will-help-the-transition-to-secondary-school/
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Librarian and Just Imagine book reviewer Roy James shares his top transition texts to 
help Year 6 pupils navigate the ups and downs of moving up to secondary school with 
more recommendations available in the Secondary Transition collection.  
Mentally Healthy Schools is a mental health information and resource hub for primary 
and secondary schools. It offers access to a range of resources to support 
transition across all ages.  
 
Five top tips for pupils moving up to secondary schools from Christian Foley, former 
teacher, poet and author of Moving Up: How to Ace Secondary School.  
 
LGBT+ charity Just Like Us offers free resources to support LGBT+ pupils through 
transition as part of School Diversity Week. All resources are free to download with 
registration.  
 
Moving Up! provides a short animation and free teacher toolkit that explores common 
fears and potential solutions for pupils about to move or newly arrived at secondary 
school.  
 
The BBC, in partnership with mental health charity Young Minds, has created a series 
of films and ‘Find your Feet’ activity packs to help schools support pupils as 
they transition from primary to secondary school.  
 
Get advice on how to support pupils through the change from primary to secondary 
schools with this free Find Your Feet webinar for teachers from Young Minds. You can 
also download packs of transition activities for pupils and find tips and resources to 
share with parents  
 

Books and reviews 
Books For Keeps The latest edition of this online children’s book magazine has an 
interview with Matt Goodfellow, insights into the art of illustration, new thoughts on 
reading for pleasure and reviews of the best new children’s and teens books 
 
Children’s and teens roundup –  Books | The Guardian Latest selection of best new 
titles from Imogen Russell Williams, children's book critic. 
 
https://glenthornelrc.blogspot.com/2025/06/the-10-minute-book-club.html 
Look out for: Lucas Maxwell and Gráinne O'Brien are starting a new podcast entitled 
The 10 Minute Book Club. In ten minutes or less, they will be reviewing children’s books 
to help busy kids and adults find stories young readers will love. 
 

Book Awards and shortlists 
Information Book Award: Announcing the 2025 Shortlist - Registrations for the IBA Book 
Club have now opened and the shortlist of titles has been announced. There are 12 
outstanding titles within three age categories.  
 
Books Are My Bag - Shortlist 2025 - These awards are curated exclusively by 
independent bookshops and there are four categories to choose from: Fiction, Non-
Fiction, Children’s Fiction and Picture Book.  
 
KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards 2025  Kelly McCaughrain’s Little Bang wins the 
Honour Award for Fiction & KPMG Junior Juries' Award in this annual award celebrating 
Irish artists familiar and new. 
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https://justimagine.co.uk/2024/06/02/transition-texts-for-year-6-pupils/?mc_cid=169a2b82ad&mc_eid=12c6ddcf59
https://www.bestbooksforschools.com/collections/pack-secondary-transition
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/?Theme=Transitions
https://www.scholastic.co.uk/blog/47030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Moving%20Up%20Top%20Tips%20SOLUS%20-%20UK%20Teachers%207-11%20SCB&utm_content=Moving%20Up%20Top%20Tips%20SOLUS%20-%20UK%20Teachers%207-11%20SCB+CID_cf565d0db7a442f16a5dfa13ab1b370e&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=five%20top%20tips%20for%20children%20starting%20secondary%20school
https://www.literacyhive.org/school-diversity-week/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/moving-up-the-transition-to-secondary-school-animation-teacher-toolkit/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teacher-resources-for-students-transitioning-to-secondary-school/zb68y9q
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/professional/resources/supporting-school-transitions/
https://booksforkeeps.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/BfK-272-May-2025.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2025/may/23/childrens-and-teens-roundup-the-best-new-picture-books-and-novels
https://glenthornelrc.blogspot.com/2025/06/the-10-minute-book-club.html
https://www.sla.org.uk/Services/Public/News/Articles/2025/IBA-Shortlist-2025.aspx#:~:text=This%20year%E2%80%99s%20shortlist%20includes%20a%20diverse%20range%20of,shortlist%20of%2012%20books%2C%20across%20three%20age%20categories.
https://booksaremybag.com/IndieBookAwards/Shortlist
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/news-events/meet-winners-kpmg-childrens-books-ireland-awards-2025
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The Little Rebels Award 2025 Longlist  Founded in 2010 this award is designed to 
recognise the rich tradition of radical publishing for children aged 0 -12, in the 
UK.  While the genre-spanning submissions touched on social justice issues in a variety 
of ways, the 13 longlisted titles are those where the radical content formed the very 
bones of the story. 
 
Young Quills shortlist for 2025 – Run by the Historical Association this award is for 
historical fiction published in the preceding year and in four age categories from 5-8 to 
14+. Copies of the books are sent out to a number of schools where pupils read and 
review them to guide the shortlisting process.  Some of the young people's reviews will 
be made available on the website. Winners will be announced in July. 
 
Jhalak Children's & YA Prize Winner was King of Nothing by Nathanael Lessore. 
 
The Bookseller - Awards - The YA Book Prize 2025 10 amazing books shortlisted for 
the YA Book Prize 2025. 
 

Events 
Home - Schools of Sanctuary 
The Schools of Sanctuary Day of Welcome (13 June) aims to build a culture of welcome 
and understanding for refugees in schools. You can join up to become an awarded 
school of sanctuary and the website has resources and many links to other guides and 
CPD opportunities. Schools-of-Sanctuary-Resource-Pack.pdf and Teaching about 
Refugees | UNHCR UK 
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https://littlerebels.org/2025/05/12/the-little-rebels-award-2025-longlist/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannemthomp.wordpress.com%2F%3Faction%3Duser_content_redirect%26uuid%3D166524b8c698cb4eff630f1c0870e9242307a916537428398c449870aa36e2ad%26blog_id%3D42648572%26post_id%3D24106%26user_id%3D242244044%26subs_id%3D637768095%26signature%3D980672a97fc2a97d70e4479d17573075%26email_name%3Dnew-post%26user_email%3Djade.kirton%40devon.gov.uk%26encoded_url%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGlzdG9yeS5vcmcudWsvcHJpbWFyeS9jYXRlZ29yaWVzLzUzMi9uZXdzLzQ0MjEveW91bmctcXVpbGxzLXNob3J0bGlzdC1mb3ItMjAyNT9mYmNsaWQ9SXdaWGgwYmdOaFpXMENNVEVBQVI0dXZqM092SEZQT1Ffbk5pVUREeEFSdGlLbklLb201NlBfTUhwQTZzM2VDRkVMdzh2YkdQX3RLTmVVbndfYWVtX05VTFVaU1JpQk5yenU2S0JtT1EyU3c%26email_id%3Dd15187f268385c6e5887b9ff0c7aeee6&data=05%7C02%7CAlison.Andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C11fe5c8a64fd412e2ba808dda4147a66%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638847130050182114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z99HZNk6rXguAcZAxlKNwluKt5IkELd44qSV6jRPmu0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fascel.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddf9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb%26id%3D3546f17e43%26e%3D14a10bd028&data=05%7C02%7CAlison.Andrews%40devon.gov.uk%7C9350c418207a4d792dee08dda8bd7699%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638852253884076105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WcBYqI3j%2FRJfnKFxdSVaS4uW6u0Lbud6WkkphCtWFN4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.thebookseller.com/awards/the-ya-book-prize
https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://cdn-e2wra3va3xhgzx.cityofsanctuary.org/uploads/sites/159/2021/11/Schools-of-Sanctuary-Resource-Pack.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/teaching-about-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/teaching-about-refugees

