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Local Authority Monitoring Visits During Statutory Assessments Windows

Local authorities (LAs) have a statutory responsibility to monitor the administration of key stage 2 (KS2) national curriculum tests and the phonics screening check. LAs monitor 10% of schools each year. Monitoring visits help STA to ensure that:
· the security and confidentiality of test and check materials are maintained
· KS2 tests and the phonics screening check are administered correctly and consistently
Monitoring visits also give headteachers a formal opportunity to demonstrate how their school is administering KS2 tests and the phonics screening check.
During KS2 monitoring visits, monitoring visitors will also be asked to review the security of key stage 1 (KS1) test materials, where applicable. They are not expected to observe the actual administration of the KS1 tests.
Being very familiar with the aspects that LA Monitors will consider as part of their visit, will direct Headteachers towards ensuring that all processes and systems are robust and do not leave the school and any staff vulnerable to any maladministration issues. It is the Headteacher’s responsibility to ensure that all STA guidance is fully implemented and adhered to.
Key stage 2 tests and phonics screening check: monitoring visits - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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